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òStudent-Centered, 21 st Century Classroomsó 



PRESENTATION  FOCUS AREAS 

ºTransformation of Education  

º21st Century Skills  

ºProject -based Learning  

ºRole of Technology and its benefits 

in a PBL classroom  

ºAssessment of content standards 

and 21st century skills  
 

 



I NDUSTRIAL  REVOLUTION  CLASSROOM  

 

ºClassrooms used to 

prepare students for 

factory jobs  

· Sitting in rows  

· Forming lines  

· Teacher-centered 

· Individual work  

· Regurgitating 

information  



THE  WORLD  I S FLAT : 
A BRIEF  H ISTORY  OF THE  TWENTY -FIRST  CENTURY  

Thomas L. Friedman  

ºShift from Industrial 

Worker to Global 

Citizen  

 

º The Untouchables  

· How do we prepare 

our kids for increased 

competition in a global 

economy so that they 

are guaranteed job 

security?  



L IFE  AND  CAREER  SKILLS  

ºThe Partnership for 21st Century Skills  

ºNational organization  

ºAdvocates for 21st century readiness for all students  

ºTodayõs complex life and work environments 

require far more than content knowledge  

ºGlobally competitive information age requires 

students to develop adequate life & career skills  

 



L IFE  AND  CAREER  SKILLS  

º Flexibility and 

Adaptability  

º Initiative and 

Self-direction  

º Social and Cross-

cultural Skills  

º Productivity and 

Accountability  

º Leadership and 

Responsibility  

 



21ST CENTURY  ð GLOBAL  ECONOMY  

Employers Rank Top 5 Candidate Skills/Qualities  

º Communication Skills  

º Analytical Skills  

º Teamwork Skills  

º Technical Skills  

º Strong Work Ethic  

 Source: Job Outlook 2010 , National Association of Colleges and Employers.  



OUR CHALLENGE é 

How do we create a rigorous, 

relevant, student ðcentered 

learning environment that 

better prepares all students 

for the 21 st Century?  



H ISTORY  OF NEW TECHNOLOGY  H IGH  SCHOOL  

 
ºProject Based Learning (PBL)  

· Instructional strategy that enables 

students to learn meaningful 

content and practice skills needed 

for 21 st century success 

º Napa New Technology High School  

· Public school started by business 

community  

· Opened in 1996  

· Replicated in over 40 schools by the 

New Tech Network (formerly the 

New Technology Foundation)  

·27 new òNew Techó schools will be 

opening in Fall 2010 in 9 states  



NEW TECHõS òPILLARS  OF CHANGEó 

1. Fix the Culture - Benefits of  Small 

Schools 

2. Focus on 21st Century Skills as well as 

State Content Standards 

3. Implementing Student Centered, 

Project and Problem-Based Learning 

Methodology to Increase Relevance 

and Rigor 

4. Courses and Curriculum Designed to 

Connect Learning to Other Subject 

Areas and to the Post-High School 

World 

5. Infusion of  Technology as a Tool for 

Communicating, Collaborating and 

Learning 



òDoing Projectsó vs. PBL 

Projects:  Large activities completed after the students have 

been pushed through homework assignments, lectures, 

and readings.  Usually a culminating event for a unit or 

semester. 

Textbook  

Activity  

Lecture 

Lecture 

Writing Exercise 

Writing Exercise 

Peer Edit 

Textbook  

Activity  

Culminating Project 



Know/ Need to Know 

 

Presentation/Product 

In PBL, the òProblemó is front-loaded 

Rubric 

 


